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“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury
than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she,
out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”

MARK 12:43—44

courts. As worshipers entered, Jesus

watched them placing offerings in
the collection boxes. Some made grand
displays of giving large amounts. Yet
Jesus’s eyes settled on a person most
others overlooked.

A poor widow was approaching
humbly. When she reached the box, she
dropped in two small copper coins—a
pittance compared to the contributions
of others. But it was the widow’s gift
that brought a smile to our Lord’s eyes
as He made this statement, which likely
startled some of His followers: “Truly I
tell you, this poor widow has put more
into the treasury than all the others.”

Can’t you just hear the objections
popping up around the court? How
can this be? Or I just gave ten times
what she did! From an earthly point of
view, such arguments are quite logical.
Jesus, however, was looking not to the
monetary amount of the gifts, but the
level of faith, the spirit behind the gifts,
and the sacrifice they represented.

I t was a bustling day at the temple

The widow gave despite her need,
entrusting to God what she could
not afford to lose. Some wealthier
worshipers, Jesus clearly knew, gave
what was convenient, out of a surplus.
What they gave, they would not miss.

The crux of Jesus’s lesson is that He
measures generosity differently than
we do. The world focuses on size. He
focuses on trust. For the widow, her
coins represented more than just money.
They represented dependence. By giving
all she had to support herself in the
world, she placed herself completely in
God’s hands—a mighty act of faith!

Many followers of Christ know
how it feels to give sacrificially. I think
of Natacha, the Veteran you will meet
later in this letter. After a traumatic
childhood in foster care, Natacha made
the sacrificial decision to serve in the
U.S. military, deploying to Afghanistan

where she sustained life-altering injuries.

For many believers, especially
those of you who live with disability
in your family or close circles, faith
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often requires you to release what
feels essential—be it time, energy, or
financial resources that already feel
stretched thin.

Oh, Friend, please be
encouraged by this lady who’s
spent 59 years in a wheelchair...
take it from me that God sees and
smiles on every act of sacrificial
service and giving. He knows
that our resources, energy, and
bodies are finite. And when you
feel too weak or limited, He

stands infinitely ready to fill your
heart and bless the world as you
trust Him with your “two copper
coins,” whatever that might
mean in your life.

Joni Eareckson Tada
Founder, Joni and Friends



FOR WHOEVER WANTS TO SAVE THEIR LIFE WILL LOSE IT,

but whoever loses their life
for me will find 1t. v

atacha grew up moving in and out of
‘ \ ‘ foster homes. She suffered trauma and
abuse. As an adult, the pain of Natacha’s
childhood motivated her to become a counselor
and social worker. She wanted to help others
with family and behavioral issues.

In 2005, Natacha joined the Army as a
second lieutenant social worker. “I loved my job,”
Natacha says. “I loved being able to serve those
who were serving us.” When Natacha’s oldest
daughter, Taylor, was born, she trusted God
to help her raise a daughter who would thrive
and make a difference in the world for Christ.
“She was a bright spot in a dark period of my
life,” says Natacha.

As a soldier, Natacha knew she could be
deployed any time. Yet she was still rocked when
she received orders to deploy to Afghanistan. “I
sat in my office and cried,” says Natacha. “I didn’t
know how to handle being a mom and being
deployed. I was afraid my daughter would think I
had abandoned her.”

Despite her fears, Natacha left for
Afghanistan. She remembers it all too well...

“We were going to rescue some Afghani
women. The convoy before us was about
two kilometers ahead. My driver, Kyle,
heard a distinctive ‘click’ sound and said,
‘We have hit something...””

With their vehicle hit by an IED, Natacha
and Kyle knew they had to get out. “Kyle had a
newborn baby,” Natacha recalls. “I told Kyle there
was no way I could leave him. He told me to go.
But I tried to pull him out with me, causing his
foot to slip.” As Kyle’s foot moved from the pedal,
the vehicle shifted, releasing pressure from
the IED. It detonated. “I was ejected from the
vehicle,” says Natacha.

The next thing she knew, Natacha awoke
in the hospital in Kuwait. The nurses told her
Kyle hadn’t made it. “And then,” says Natacha, “I
had a whole new battle to face.” Doctors also
told Natacha she had an infection in her hand,
racing up her arm toward her heart. The arm had
to be amputated.

Natacha didn’t come home the same.
When our servicemen and servicewomen
come home from active duty, their lives don’t just

“get back to normal.” For Natacha, coming home
with PTSD and an amputated arm triggered a
spiral of suffering, questions, and doubt. “Here
I was a counselor,” she says. “I'm supposed to
know how to fix everybody else, and I couldn’t
fix myself. I didn’t know what to do or what I was
even good for.”

Living with Natacha’s new layers of trauma,
her daughter, Taylor, had to learn quickly. “I
ended up growing up way too fast,” says Taylor,
who is now fifteen years old. She and her brother,
Jason, who is thirteen and lives with autism, had
to navigate their mother’s trauma in their life
together. “I spent time learning what happens
when you trigger her,” says Taylor. “I had to learn
how to save her from hurting herself when night
terrors took over her mind.”

A Journey of Healing...

When Natacha discovered Joni and Friends
Warrior Getaway, God began a work of healing
in her life and family. “Warrior Getaway is a
place where you are safe,” says Natacha. Feeling
understood and secure among fellow warriors
who have gone through similar experiences,
Natacha found new ways to process her pain and
cling to Jesus.

“I've learned to release the pain I have felt
about Kyle,” says Natacha. “I've learned to forgive

.

Natacha and her husband,
Chauncey, both live with
disability. They found hope
and healing in Jesus at
Warrior Getaway!




the trauma in my childhood. I've learned to
forgive those insurgents. And I learned how to
find God again.”

For Taylor and Jason, being around Veteran
families who understand trauma and disability
has provided peace, encouragement, and joy.

“I've watched my mom go from somebody who
was angry with the world to someone who lights
the world on fire with love,” Taylor says. “And it
took a lot of growth for her to do that.”

As Natacha has discovered, when you give
your life to God, He provides the kind of life
transformation that will last for eternity. “I didn’t
know who I was growing up,” Natacha recalls.

“I didn’t feel like I fit anywhere. I clung to the idea
that I needed a mom and dad to guide me along
the way. But then God spoke to me and said, ‘You
are My child.”

¥

Natacha learned how to find God
again at Warrior Getaway. Jesus
is using your love and prayers to
transform lives and entire families!

Now, knowing her life is secure in God’s
hands, resting in her identity as His child,
Natacha pours into her children and community.
And beyond healing, God provided Natacha with
a gift when she met Chauncey, who also lives
with disability. After eleven months of getting
to know each other, Natacha and Chauncey
got married—and celebrated their one-month
wedding anniversary at Warrior Getaway!

Thank you for providing healing and
the transformational love of Jesus to
Natacha, her family, and other Veteran
families coping with the aftermath
of military service. You are honoring
God as you serve those who have
risked and sacrificed their lives for our
freedom and safety.

A blessing from our President,

Shawn Thornton,
who serve and sacrifice...

over those

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

JOHN 15:13

the 25th anniversary of the September

11, 2001 attacks, I invite you to pause in
gratitude and reflect on the men and women who
have served our nation sacrificially, both in the
military and as first responders. The freedoms,
protection, and peace we enjoy each day, including
the freedom to proclaim the Gospel and to serve
boldly in the name of Jesus, have come at a
tremendous cost.

As you read Natacha’s story, remember the
words of Jesus in John 15:13: “Greater love has
no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” This month, let us thank God for those
who continue to make profound, often lifelong
sacrifices on our behalf.

T hroughout this month, which marks

Will you join me in this prayer?

Lord Jesus, thank You for declaring that
there is no greater love than laying down one’s
life for one’s friends. Thank You even more for
demonstrating that love at the cross, willingly
giving Your life so that we might have eternal
life. Teach us to take up our own cross each
day and to find the fullness of life in gladly
surrendering to Your purposes. Father, we ask
Your special blessing upon our Veterans, those
serving in our military, our first responders, and
the families who faithfully stand beside them.
Draw near to each one. Strengthen them, protect
them, and surround them with Your unfailing
love. In Jesus’s name, Amen.




“Come to me, all you who are weary

and burdened and I will give you rest.”

ong before she became a special
I needs mom, Kelly fell in love with the
ministry work of Joni and Friends. As
a teenager and young adult, Kelly served as a
volunteer at Family Retreat most summers.
Later, she interned with Joni and Friends and
completed our Beyond Suffering curriculum,
learning about the deep biblical roots of
disability ministry.

Through her experiences with Joni and
Friends, Kelly was inspired to become a
special education teacher, following God’s
call. Then, her baby girl, Jordyn, was born
with Down syndrome.

MATTHEW 11:28

Jordyn and her family look
forward to Family Retreat all year.

“Now, I sit on the other side of the table as a
special needs mom,” says Kelly. “And Joni and
Friends continues to be meaningful to me. But
now it is also a place of respite, acceptance, and
reminders for my own life—that God doesn't just
walk this life with us; He carries us through.”

Raising Jordyn and her other three children,
Kelly has experienced how having a child with
a disability is a gift but also comes with many
challenges. Long, hard medical appointments,
surgeries, therapies, IEP meetings, worries, feelings
of inadequacy, and long periods living in survival
mode can cause deep exhaustion and isolation,
which impact every member of the family.

Your love and partnership in ministry is

helping children living with disability see *
themselves as God sees them, as fearfully
and wonderfully made in His image!

But at Family Retreat, Kelly says,
“Everything feels lighter. You are lifted up
by prayers from the team and the carefully
planned details. My children get the attention
that I can’t always give them. And I get
the attention and support I don’t always
realize I need.”

At Family Retreat, God meets the parents,
the individuals with disabilities, and their
siblings in a powerful way. Through the joyful
experiences of belonging, new connections with
friends, and encouragement from the Word of
God, Jesus refreshes special needs families in a
way only He can.

“We come home from Family Retreat on full
instead of empty,” says Kelly. “My children talk
about the experience all year long. It’s truly the
highlight of our year.”

Kelly has a message of thanks for you, the
supportive Joni and Friends community that has
changed the course of her life and provided a
place of belonging for her beautiful family:

“Thank you! God is using you to
impact my family and so many others
like us!” You make it possible for families
living with disability to face what’s
ahead with faith!



“Therefore encourage one another

From Minnesota~

Patricia, Hugh, and their beautiful daughters,
sixteen-year-old Bethany and fourteen-year-old Lily,
love being part of our Joni and Friends community.
Bethany and Lily both have Down syndrome, and Lily
was adopted from China after being abandoned behind
a hospital by her birth family.

If you met this vibrant family, you would
soon discover that Bethany and Lily have cheery,
adventurous personalities, and a love for other people,
much like their parents! It's why they all look forward to
our Joni and Friends events—especially Family Retreat!

At last summer’s Family Retreat, Bethany and Lily
had a blast with their compassionate, friendly buddies.
As Hugh says, “I have found Family Retreat better than
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winning the lottery. We are embraced, treated like
royalty, and don’t want to depart at the end!”

Describing what Joni and Friends means to
his family, Hugh says, “Joni and Friends brings light
into our life. Family Retreat in particular gives us
opportunities to relax and moments to cherish. My
heart soars with encouragement and joy given to
castaways and outcasts, and all image bearers of our
Creator, Jesus Christ!”

And Pat adds, “Thank you, Joni and Friends, for
continually encouraging families in trying times.”

Thank you for bringing encouragement and joy
to families living with disability! Your love brings
glory to Jesus!
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Just as in fact you are doing.”

1 Thessalonians 5:11

From Missouri v

During her first year of life, Abi developed typically. Her mother, Erica, who was then in an abusive marriage,
didn’'t understand why Abi’s development hit a dramatic slowdown. At age one, Abi was diagnosed with cerebral
palsy. Erica later learned that her development had been permanently changed following a trauma caused by

a family member. Shocked, Erica cried out to God,
desperate for answers.

With the help of her mother, who assured her that
God loves Abi even more than she can, Erica began to
trust Him with her daughter’s journey. Then, when Abi was
three years old, Erica met a single dad named Kevin with
teenaged children, Katie and Austin. Both healing from
abusive previous marriages, they trusted God as they
blended their family.

Now, thirteen years later, despite Abi’s faith and bright
attitude, her needs and routines add complexity to her
family’s life. With Kevin working overnight shifts and Erica
providing caregiving and homeschooling, it can be hard
to find opportunities to connect with community. It’s why
Family Retreat is such a bright spot!

As Erica says, “Abi loves going to Family Retreat
because she gets to see her friends and make new friends!
She loves being outside in God’s creation.” And Erica
and Kevin’s friends at Family Retreat understand life with
disability. They pray together and cry together without
judgment. “It’s so precious!” Erica says. “I love the time of
growing in Christ together and the refreshment! We look
forward to it every summer!”

Friend, Erica wants you to know how important
Family Retreat has been to her family. As she says,
“Thank you! Joni and Friends has truly changed our
lives! We have grown in our walks with the Lord, in our
relationships with each other, and our desires to reach
the world for Jesus Christ!”

Bless your loved ones &
share the love of Jesus!

Your gift given in honor or in memory of a loved one brings the
hope of the Gospel to people living with disabilities worldwide!
View your loved one’s name on our online Tribute Wall at
Jjoniandfriends.org/tribute or by using this QR code!



https://joniandfriends.org/family-retreat/
https://joniandfriends.org/family-retreat/

JONI'S NEW @%ﬂm @mfdg ARE HERE!

“Unto us a child is born...” 1SAIAH 9:6 (KJV)

oni’s new postcard-style card features her Christmas Product Details:
J Wreath artwork to ring in the season with joy! And behind « Size:5"x 7"
Joni’s festive wreath, the shape of a cross subtly appears in « Gold foil accents
'}};le d’oor. As s}}e says, Jesus was the. one Map born :EO die for us. . Each order contains 15
at’s what brings joy and gladness into Christmas. cards with 16 envelobes
Joni is excited for you to enjoy this new card format, which P
offers plenty of space to write your personal greeting on the back! $1 4
Postcard-style cards are a new and popular way to send
your Christmas greetings, so get a head start and
order yours today!

100% of proceeds directly advances
ministry to children and families living with disability.

TO ORDER: » Mail order form « Call toll-free: 800.736.4177
» Online: joniandfriends.org/shop « Phone: Text ORDER to 818.707.5664



