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CELEBR ATING 
WITH YOU…



…40 Y E ARS of  MINISTRY!“ ”
…we do it to get a crown 

that will last forever.
I CORINTHIANS 9:25

It’s no surprise that I love horses, like this friendly 
fellow Ken and I met last summer at our Family 
Retreat in New Mexico. Just spending time with this 

gentle gelding brought back a flood of horseback-riding 
memories. I used to love saddling up and running my 
horse through his paces. Often, I’d be preparing him for 
endurance races at horse shows. And always, I had my 
eye on a trophy!

I run a different race now. No more reins…instead, I hold a 
joystick. And my saddle is a wheelchair. But the race is still 
about endurance, and as a quadriplegic, I’ve been running 
it for many years. I still put myself through the paces with 
disciplines like praying hard, reading the Bible earnestly, 
and making the most of every opportunity to serve Christ. 
The last five decades have shown that I “run in such a way 
as to win the prize” (1 Corinthians 9:24).

It’s why I rendered this beautiful painting of a galloping 
horse that you see on the back page. The inspiration for 
this watercolor came from Hebrews 12:1, “Let us run with 
endurance the race God has set before us.” And the race 
God has called us to run is far from over – Lord willing, 
I'll keep running, growing and serving my Savior for 
many years to come!

Joni and Friends, in celebration of our 40th anniversary, 
is also running in such a way as to win the prize. Our 
ministry is poised to keep growing and serving countless 
more people with disabilities for decades to come. And 
you are part of this glorious race! With your prayers and 
gifts, you are helping thousands of disabled people and 
their families find Christ their Prize. So, keep up the great 
pace, friend. Together, let’s make Joni and Friends our 
enduring legacy as we serve Christ by serving the “least of 
these” for years to come!



“L ooking back over the last 50 years, many  highlights 
  include Billy Graham Crusades. Back in the 
  70’s, Ruth Graham read the Joni book and told 

Billy that he should invite me to speak at a Crusade. 
So, in October 1976, I shared my testimony at Pontiac 
Stadium near Detroit.

Sharing my story in front of 80,000 people? I was 
breathless! But I had been asking the Lord to give me 
opportunities to tell my testimony, and I wasn’t about to 
blow this one! I shared Romans 8:28 and how God had 
fit my broken neck into a glorious plan – a plan to make 
me more like Jesus. That was the first of 12 Billy Graham 
Crusades in which I shared my story.” 

WHERE IT 
ALL BEGA N…

Joni’s Reflects on her time 
with Billy Graham



THE MINISTRY LEGAC Y 
CON TINUES TODAY THROUGH 

YOUR FA ITHFULNESS!

     1976 
The Joni book is released 
and becomes a #1 
international best-seller.

«

     1979 
The Billy Graham Evangelical 
Association (BGEA) releases 
the Joni movie – eventually 
more than 250,000 people 
will pray to receive Christ 
through the film.

«

     1979 
The doors of Joni and Friends open in 
the offices of World Wide Pictures in 
Burbank, California.

«

     1982 
On July 3, Joni marries Ken Tada.

«      1989 
Joni speaks to over 100,000 at the Billy Graham Crusade in Budapest, Hungary 

– Billy Graham Evangelical Association (BGEA) underwrites the transport of 
hundreds of people with disabilities to the Crusade.

«

     1982 
Joni’s five-minute daily radio program, 

“Joni and Friends,” goes on the air in May.

«

     1986 
Joni and Friends holds disability 
workshops at Amsterdam ’86 where 
more than 10,000 evangelists are 
exposed to the idea of disability ministry.

«

     1990 
Joni and Friends hosts more than 
110 disability ministry leaders 
from 44 countries at Joni and 
Friends’ International Congress 
on the Church and Disability held 
on the campus of Calvin College.

«

     1991 
Joni and Friends organizes its first 
international outreach to disabled 
people in Romania. Joni and Friends 
holds its first Family Retreat 
in Pennsylvania.

«



     1992 
Joni helps lead the first Wheels for the 
World outreach to Ghana.

«

     2010 
Joni and Ken visit a Wheels for the World Restoration 
shop in a U.S. prison. The inmates there restored 
donated used wheelchairs that are refreshed to like-new 
and shipped all over to world to those in need. 

«     2000 
Joni and Ken travel to China to begin opening doors for 
Wheels for the World.  She then travels to Australia to 
serve as chaplain for the 2000 Paralympic Games.

«      2007 
In January, the Joni and Friends 
International Disability Center opens 
its doors, ushering in a new era of 
international outreach to families 
affected by disability.

«

     2000 
Groundwork is laid for 
the Christian Institute on 
Disability, the education 
center of Joni and Friends, 
as Joni actively campaigns 
against stem cell research.

«

     2006 
Joni is appointed to the Disability 
Advisory Committee at the U.S. State 
Department. Joni and Friends holds its first 
International Family Retreat in Ukraine.

«

     2014 
Wheels for the World 
delivers its 100,000th 
wheelchair.

«      2016 
The Beyond Suffering 
Bible is released.

«

     2019 
Celebrating 40 Years of your faithfulness and ministry! 
You’ve partnered with us to reach the next generation with 
the love of Jesus for many years to come!

«



IN HONOR/Given By
ABBIE

Anthony & Jessica Cicali
CHRISTA BACKHOUSE

Tiphanie Backhouse
BRAXTON & MAYA

Thomas & Angela Vollenweider
SCOTT CANTWELL

Judy Zanotti
GEN YEE CHANG

Siew & Sing Lim
SIB NAFSIGER CHARLES

Eleanor Lacasse
NATALIE KAY CLEMENS

Clair & Arlayne Clemens
DAVID & ANN DANON

Carol Otero
DON & SALLY D’ALESSANDRO

Blair & Mary Jo Ashcraft
Audrey McBratney

YESHUA DAVIDSON
Craig Nain

KATIE DICKEY
Abigail Ptacek

JON EBERSOLE
Jessica Ebersole

CHASE & BRADY ELLIOTT
John & Lauren Bickel

MEGAN FOSTER
Paula Foster

ANTONIO FREITAS
Armando Freitas

BLANCHE FUKASAWA
Carolyn Kurisu

MARIBETH H. GIBSON
Winston & Avery Jenkins

ANGELA GREENWOOD
Susan Greenwood

RICHARD & KATHRYN 
GREENWOOD

Susan Greenwood
GREG GREER

Walter Tom Anderson
MARY JANE HERR

Micah Neff
ZACH HOLLER

Dawn Greenwalt
CONNOR M. HUTH

Kathleen Keefe
JESUS CHRIST

Kari Pond
GIDEON JOLICOEUR

Keven Jolicoeur

THE JOLICOEUR FAMILY
John & Susan Stroud

JONI & KEN
Diane Anderson
Carol Otero
Charles Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Silver

JONI & FRIENDS’ 40th 
ANNIVERSARY

Sari Shephard
JONI & FRIENDS IN 
NORTH CAROLINA

Joseph & Cynthia Sherer
JASON, ROXANN & DEVON KHUNS

Jourdan Martin
SUE & BARRY KRONE

John & Rosa Ervin
KAREN LAMB

Fred & Kathy Lamb
SUE LANGE

Martin & Ruth Cunningham
MARGIE LATALL

Julie Kreighbaum
JOHN & CATHY LEWIS

Charles & Connie Dunn
KIM LOVETT

Donna Arnold
SPENSER MARTIN

Cynthia Martin
DOUG MAZZA

Jim & Vicki Click
EVAN McCADDEN

Jacqueline Thorman
JERRY & BARB McCARROLL

David Heyd
EDNA McGOWAN

Belinda Hiemstra
DOLORES MICHAELSON

Ashley Thompson
MEL MOREHOUSE

Toni Morehouse
TIM MULLER

Richard & Margaret Drinkwater
OUR SON, NATE

Mark & Rose Davis
PETER NEAL & FAMILY

Ellis Winton
AUSTIN JAKE NUESCH

Lawrence Nuesch
SUSAN PALMEIRI

Robert & Barbara Lowry
SANDY & PAT PAYNE & FAMILY

Dr. Laura Payne
 

NONA CATHERINE SMITH
Erin Smith

LORI & PAM SNUGGS
Edmund & Nancy Snuggs

SARA JANE STEWART
Connie Ulishney

BEN SUGARMAN
Suzanne Horton

MICHAEL TAGGART
Ben Robinson

DAVID TAUNTON
Kenneth & Rebecca Allison

ADAM THOMAS
Ron & Renee Thomas

ROBERT & BECCA THORN
William & Anne Shields

ANN TOWNSEND
Kristina Bailey

JEB TRENT
Jackson & Christine Trent

BOB & MARY JEAN VAN DEUSEN
Don Martin
Rob & Ann Matthews

CONNIE VOOYS
Sharon Berko

SETH WALKER
Jeanne Peter

JANE WENDT
Robert Wendt

MELANIE WIGGINS
Timothy & Lorene Wiggins

ADALINA WILSON
Vanessa Fillion

IN MEMORY/Given By
KYLI ABBINANTI

Andy & Jody Abbinanti
ELIZABETH ADAM

Jeff & Leslie Hanna & Family
DIANA “DEE DEE” ALANIZ

Jennifer Scottberg Hojnacki
DANIEL ALVAREZ

Manny Alvarez
TIM E. ANSEL

Linda Ansel
Dave & Freda Conner
Mary Veen

GLENNA BASHLINE
Paul & Linda Wyher

KENNETH BOGUE BACHMAN
Kenneth C. Bogue

ROBERT & HELEN BOTTEL
Clifton & Suzanne Peppers
DEWEY BOYD
Jerry Boyd

BROOKE BROWN
Thomas & Sherrye Smith

LYNN BUCK
Pam Spurling

SHIRLEY CARNES
Michael Givens

ALANA BETH CIES
Thomas & Jody Cies

LENA COMBS
Andra Eason

KEN CORNELIUS
Amanda Cobb

LOIS CRABTREE
Elaine Crabtree
Cheryl Cutshall

JOAN CRONBAUGH
Carol Palmer

ELLEN DINNOCENTI
Kenneth & Joanne Hoffman

THURMAN DORMAN
Joan Ackley

JILL MARIE DUNNING
David & Christina Dunning

JANE DWYER
Gerald Dwyer

GLORIA EBENER
Eloise McLeland

PAULINE EILERS
Joy Schuetze
Kathy Varner

MARY ELLIOTT
Rose Serralta

STEVEN C. ENGLAND
Margaret Locke

DALTON & HELEN ERWIN
John & Brenda Erwin

HELEN AULL ESCONTRIAS
Mary Aull Moeller

JOHN & LAURELLE FORREST
Mark & Renay Eutermoser
Eric & Candy Nixon

LINDA GANDELOT
Shirley Gregory

JAIME C. GARCIA
Zakian Woo Architects, Inc.

MAYA GONZALEZ
Barbara Putnam

WINSTON HAT
Anne Odum

ROBERT HEALY
Tom & Pamela Osgood

JOHN HOPPER
Marcus & Penny Hopper

KATHLEEN M. HORNE
Jennifer Bassett

CHARLEY JOHNSON
Agnes Johnson
C.E. & Jackie Stewart

BARBARA ANN JONES
Margaret Locket

KAREN JONES
Patricia Kessler

MARY JONES
Debbie Bates

HELEN KOWALSKI
Carol Otero

DOUGLAS KROON
Kristina Kroon
Peter Kroon

JEANNE LANSER
Bill & Jan Steinsieck

RAFAEL & SOCORRO LOPEZ
Socorro Gennaoui

JERRY LOREY
Francie Lorey

BARBARA LOUDEN
Philip & Elizabeth Heizer

JOHNNIE MARSCH
Alan Marsch

ROBERT MATTHEWS, SR
Rob & Ann Matthews

NORMA EVANS MARTIN
Donald Martin
Rob & Ann Matthews

KRISTEN MAXWELL
Karen Willoughby

KATHLEEN McDONNELL
Betsy McDonnell

SUSIE McLAUGHLIN
Doug & Liz Babbitt

NICK & BARBARA MIKEZ
Steve & Michelle Mikez

MARIA CHRISTINA MORITZ
Kimberly Geddis
Dewey & Belinda Lee
Mark & Rachel Reed Lee
Kelly Rasmusson
Joyce Sanderson

WANDA NEAL
Peggy Barnes
Tom & Carol Davis
Ken & Pat Frenke
Wade Neal

THERESA “TESS” NICHOLAS
Colleen Kennedy

BEN NOBLE
Meg Wright

RUDOLPH NUZZOLO
Geri D’Alessio

ANDREW R. PALACIOS
Larry Burkhart
Ruthann Palacios

J.A. PATEL
Jan & Monica Hanson

DANNIE PAYNE
Dr. Laura Payne

LAURA PETERS
Dr. Laura Payne

MACK PITTMAN
Susan Evans

HARRISON PRINS
Debra Prins

SAM PUTH
Sally Puth

LUELLA PENNER
Randy & Alice Castillo
Quentin & Ann Christman
Rex & Darlene Herndon
Mark & Marvelle Karahadian
Diane Kirschman
Sonja Nelson
Rick & Carol Olson
Rob, Monica, Robinne, & Marthie Ponty
Immanuel & Charlotte Quaye
Dave & Diane Rydin
Donna Schimke

NANCY REJHOLEC
Alan & Marjorie Latall

KAREN RICHARDSON
Sharon McGuire

AARON ROMASANTA
Bernadette Sanchez

MARIA AGLAE PAREJA DE SIALER
Carmen Sialer

KEN SIEBELINK
Darlene Siebelink

BILL SNYDER
Mary Carol Snyder

BOB STEVENS
Ann Furrow

RYAN MATTHEW STEWARD
Brad & Lori Steward

ALICE WESTRA STEWART
Connie Ulishney

NATHAN STRONG
Pamela Strong

GWEN THAYER
Sharon Auldrich
Dennis & Marie Johnson
Lauren & Cheryl Kennison
Dave & Chris Nardini
Jane Palmer
Judy Siegle

SALLY W. THEBERGE
Ilze Celmina-Diaz

MILDRED THORP
Stacie Holbrook-Krieger

VIRGINIA M. THORNTON
Russell & Sheila Cox

DICK VERBAL
Deana Young

JIM WAGGONER
Melanie Paulson

RAYMOND L. WATROUS III
Micheline Watrous & Children

VINCENT WEBB
Jack & Carol Smith

LYNN WHEELER
Douglas Wheeler

MARY JOYCE PANG YAM
Marylyn Pang Yam

JERRY YANG
Phil & Kathleen Scott

Honor a Loved One, 
Transform a Life

We gratefully acknowledge contributions given in memory or in honor of loved ones to further ministry in the disability 
community. To give a gift in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, visit joniandfriends.org/donate 
or contact Joni and Friends at 818.707.5664

PO Box 3333, Agoura Hills, CA 91376 • 818.707.5664 • joniandfriends.org  This newsletter is published by 
Joni and Friends, a not-for-profit organization accelerating Christian ministry in the disability community. 
© 2019 Joni Eareckson Tada, publisher. All rights reserved. Permission to reproduce any material herein 
must be obtained in writing from Joni and Friends.



Every purchase you make from Joni and Friends goes to support disability ministry!

Run With Endurance 
Brand-New Art Print with Bible Verse by Joni

TO ORDER: • Mail order form • Call toll-free: 800.736.4177 
• Online: joniandfriends.org/store • Phone: Text ORDER to 818.707.5664

Run With Endurance
This bold painting by Joni captures God’s gift of 
power and majesty to the horse, reminding the 
viewer to “…Run with endurance the race God 
has set before us.” Hebrews 12:1

16” x 20” 
Frame not included 

$24 AP043


